18 AP Music Theory

Meter is the organization of musical time into recurring patterns. Of strong,and
weak beats. Each complete pattern is a measure. The patterns group into

s

4 duple (two beats per measure) or strong weak
triple (three beats per measure) or strong weak weak
quadruple (four beats per measure) or  strong weak less strong  weak

Additionally, the number of subdivisions per beat provides more information about
the meter.

4

score establishes the meter #nd the grouping of the subdivisions within

The meter signature (or time signature) at the beginning of a musical
g the beat.

Simple meterrefers to the beat being divided equally into zwe parts.
whole = 2 halves; half = 2 quarters; quarter = 2 eighths; eighth = 2 sixteenths
Compound meter refers to the beat being divided equally into three parts.
Compound meter normally has a dotted note as the beat.

dotted half = 3 quarters dotted quarter = 3 eighths
dotted eighth = 3 sixteenths

Here is an IF-THEN chart to help determine meter.
The numbers in this chart refer to the #op number in the time signature.

g Duple Triple Quadruple

|

Simple —— 2 3 -2
Compound 6 9 12

IF the top number is a 2 or a 6, THEN you have duple meter.

IF the top number is a 3 or a 9, THEN you have triple meter.

IF the top number is a 4 or a 12, THEN you have quadruple meter.
IF the top number is 2, 3, or 4, THEN you have simple meter.

IF the top number is 6, 9, or 12, THEN you have compound meter.
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ythm, Meter, ang Metric Organization
Simple Meter -

“What you see is what you get” rep

Iesents a time g; o=
top number represents the x?umber of beats per m ;E:E?; (lintls:emgylte meter. The
represents the fractional equivalent of the noe that is the beat ottom number
a time signature with a 7 on the bottom or 210 on the b :
such thing as a “seventh note” or a “tent

h note.” Therefy

e A time signature of ® or 3 or % or g is Simple Duple,
The beat note is: ﬁ J\ J J :

There will never be

ottom because there is no
re:

o A time signature of  or 8 or & or 8 is Simple Triple.
The beat note is: .h ob J J

o A time signature of  or 8 or 8 or % Simple Quadruple.

The beat note is: ﬁ -b J J

You may also see other time signatures that represent simple meter. For example,

¢, called common time, is frequently used to represent £, and ¢, sometimes called
; . . 2
“cut time” or alla breve, is a substitute for 3.

Compound Meter

Ifin compound meter the beat is normally a dotted not;, th;r:elsi;locf,rs:;fz ntcl[li; ZetEr
resents a dotted quarter J. or dotted half note -5 ¢ erehz b,eat SomaRmIIp
the time signature represents the subdivision and ;ﬁt te e nir.le gt
time signature represents triple compound meter. eris B

the durational equivalent) per measure. The beat note

. i beat and the beat
You would conduct in three. Each dotred half note receives one bea
Is divided equally into three parts (quarter notes).

i d Duple.
* A time signature of % oor & or § or § is Compoun p

The beat note is: JS J J e

2 is Compound Triple.
* Atime signature of f§ or 8 Of 3 of
&
The beat note is: o b '

* A time signature of ¥ or B ot 2 or 12 is Compound Quadruple.
The beat note is: .b J J o
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